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1. A PROGRAM IN THE SERVICE OF FRANCOPHONES  

1.1. Objectives 

 

 The French Heritage Language Program (FHLP) was created in order to promote and enrich 

the teaching of the French language and Francophone cultures to students of Francophone origin in 

the United States. The objective is to promote bilingualism by helping these students to maintain or 

develop strong skills in French and sustain their ties with Francophone cultures while also 

increasing their chances of success and integration in the US. 

 

 The FHLP program also aims at contributing to academic research in the field of heritage 

language teaching and learning.1 Incorporating the latest advances in pedagogy, the program 

includes an important component for the creation and circulation of appropriate resources for 

teaching French as a heritage language in the United States. In this regard, it is a field of 

pedagogical exploration ς methodological and collaborative ς for the creation of new concrete and 

adaptable educational models in the US. 

 

 Working with Francophone populations who have little to no access to French language 

instruction in the United States, the program sets up free classes in public schools and community 

centers across the country, with an aim to gradually integrating this offer inside the ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 

curricula. In doing so, the FHLP intends to contribute to the re-institutionalization of French and to 

the development of bilingual education in the American academic landscape at large. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Linguists consider a "French heritage language" speaker as any person from a country where French is the majority 

language, or one of the official languages, or the primary language of schooling. The term also applies to people for 
whom this linguistic heritage is more distant, as with the Franco-Americans of Maine, or the Cajun communities in 
Louisiana. 
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1.2. Administration and structure 

 

The French Heritage Language Program is an initiative of the Cultural Services of the French 

Embassy in the United States and the Alfred and Jane Ross Foundation, in partnership with the 

Internationals Network for Public Schools.2 A year after being founded in 2005, it incorporated the 

FACE Foundation, an American non-profit (501c3) embedded within the Cultural Services of the 

CǊŜƴŎƘ 9ƳōŀǎǎȅΦ C!/9 ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊƛƴƎ 

payment for services and teaŎƘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ 

partners. The foundation also provides means of communication, particularly through its website. 

In return, FACE holds 6% of the funds raised by the FHLP. 

 

An Advisory Committee (Advisory Board) program was established in 2006. Its constitution on 

January 1st, 2015 can be found in the Appendices. It is intended to be both representative of the 

Francophone world and a gathering of expertise and skills, in the United States as in France. 

 

The program is under the direction of a coordinator, who is recruited and compensated by France, 

with the following responsibilities: 

 

- Strategic development of the program, in conjunction with the Cultural Services of the French 

Embassy, FACE and the Advisory Committee of the program. 

- General administration of the program, budget development, payment of teachers and other 

contractors in the program. 

- Establishment, organization and management of courses in New York, currently serving 11 sites 

from primary to high school levels. Teaching or substitute teaching classes as required. 

- Recruitment, training and management of the teaching staff for each course, consisting currently 

of 8 French teachers and 5 teaching assistants in New York. 

                                                 
2 Internationals Network for Public Schools is a non-profit organization that was established to promote the 

development of specialized public high schools for the education of newly arrived immigrants. There are 18 
"Internationals" high schools in New York. Students coming from Francophone backgrounds can represent up to 30% of 
the contingent. 
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- Definition aƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ. 

- Organization of camps, cultural and educational projects throughout the year. 

- Implementation and supervision of regional partnerships, currently in Florida, Maine and 

Massachusetts, in conjunction with local consulates and organizations. 

- Identification and securing of public and private sources of funding for the program and its 

regional partners. 

- Promotion of the program and its mission in the US. 

- Participation in research in the field of heritage languages in the US. 

 

 

1.3 Partnerships 

 

Several organizations are present alongside the FHLP program and provide essential structural 

support in New York and for its affiliated programs in the United States: 

 

Alfred & Jane Ross Foundation. A dedicated educator for over thirty years on the international 

education scene, Jane Ross, President of the French Heritage Advisory Committee, is one of the 

founders of the program. She offers her expertise in pedagogy and fundraising, as well as strategic 

financial support. 

 

Internationals Network for Public Schools (INPS). The first French Heritage courses emerged from 

this network of public international high schools in 2005. Internationals is a non-profit organization 

that was created with the support of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to promote the 

development of small sized high schools, welcoming exclusively recently arrived immigrants. The 

network currently oversees twenty-two institutions, including 18 in New York. In some of these 

schools, the proportion of Francophone students can reach 30%, the second largest language group 

after Spanish. The management of the network is conducted by Dr. Claire Sylvan, who acts, 

together with the school principals, as the main partner representative for the program in New 

York. The Internationals Network is particularly interesting because of its English acquisition 
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methods in the context of global education, which have been successfully applied to 

heterogeneous student populations. The French courses have also effectively used these models. 

 

Cultural Services of the French Embassy and French Consulates in the US. The FHLP can count on 

the strong support of the French Embassy in the US. It was at the initiative of the Cultural Services 

of the French Embassy that the program was created in New York in 2005. Today it continues to 

provide major support for the program throughout the country. In 2009 and 2010, the French 

Consulate in Miami played a leading role in the expansion of the FHLP in Florida. In 2011 and 2012, 

the Consulate in Boston also contributed decisively to developing the program first in Maine and 

then in Massachusetts. 

 

Haitian Cultural Arts Alliance. The Haitian Cultural Alliance is the backbone of the French Heritage 

program in Florida. Since the creation of the FHLP-Miami in 2010, it has worked closely with the 

French Consulate in Miami, the City of Miami and local education authorities for the proper 

functioning and development of French Heritage classes in Florida. 

 

University of Maine at Augusta (UMA), Buker Community Center in Augusta and the Franco 

American Heritage Center of Lewiston. These institutions have played a fundamental role in the 

creation and development of the Maine French Heritage Language Program, with the support of 

the French Consulate in Boston. They continue today to carry on this ambitious project in New 

England. 

 

The Lycée Français de New York (LFNY). A prestigious French establishment and advocate of 

choice in the realm of cultural diversity, the LFNY has always supported the mission of community 

outreach of the French Heritage Language Program. Opening its doors to our students, particularly 

in the context of their famous theater and short film contests, the school very concretely supports 

the program through the organization of conferences and joint cultural events, as well as in helping 

provide French teachers inside our classrooms. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

6 

Centre de la Francophonie des Amériques. The CFA is an ally to the French Heritage mission in the 

United States. It has repeatedly supported the program during the summer camps (especially in 

Quebec) and as part of the development of the Maine French Heritage Language Program. 

 

[ΩhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜ (OIF). After the FHLP received strong 

institutional recognition, marked by ǘƘŜ ά{pecial prize of the Francophone Ambassadorsέ in 2010, 

the OIF has become not only an important partner of the program, but also, ever since the summer 

camp in 2012, one of our regular financial supporters. Recent collaborations with the OIF include 

the organization of the "Je Suis Qui Je Suis" ("I am Who I am") exhibition at the United Nations as 

part of the Soirée de la Francophonie on March 20, 2013. The OIF is also a sponsor of the big 

French Heritage writing competition that takes place every year during the month of Francophonie. 

 

 

1. 3 Development and strategy 

 

 

An expanding program 

 

Largely self-financed, the French Heritage program works directly 

inside American public schools, like in the Internationals Network for 

Public Schools (the main partner of the New York program), and 

within community-based organizations, for French classes 

programming as part of afterschool, weekend, and, more and more, 

regular school hours activities.  

 

Since the program's inception in 2005, these courses have met with 

increasing success, from starting with a few classes to over 250 

students in New York in 2015. In response to growing demand among US Francophone 

communities, they have also inspired the creation of similar programs in other US statesτfirst in 

Florida and then in Maine and Massachusetts. 535 students are currently benefiting from these 

Facts and figures : 
 
- 4,000 students served 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛƴ 
2005  
 
- 535 students in 2015,  K-
12, across 4 states  
 
- 22 partner sites: 18 public 
schools and 4 community 
centers 
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courses, from elementary to high school, in four US states. Hundreds of students and teachers not 

directly involved in our classes also benefit from our services through the multiple educational 

resources published on our website as well as those of our partners. 

 

Below is a ƎǊŀǇƘ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ όŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎύ 

from its inception up until 2015. These numbers are steadily increasing, with a significant jump in 

2009-2010 thanks to the development of a partner program in Florida, then in 2011-2012 with the 

creation of new programs in Maine, in 2013 in Boston, and the opening of additional classes in New 

York and Florida between 2013 and 2015. These figures include all 22 schools and community 

centers currently served by the program in the US. 

 

Number of students benefiting from the French Heritage Language Program in 2014-2015 
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A unique model of public-private partnership 

 

The French Heritage Language Program development model is based 

exclusively and consistently on a partnership with a local structure. 

This strategy allows a strong and sustainable local anchoring of the 

program as well as the progressive empowerment of its partner 

structures. Moreover, the gradual involvement of schools and 

community partners since 2008 has helped to permanently and 

legibly settle the FHLP in the American educational landscape, 

particularly among underrepresented American Francophone 

communities.  

 

This approach is also the one that prevails for the FHLPΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ developments. It does not aim at 

creating dependent antennas or chapters, but strive to support local initiatives within their own 

identity. This approach fosters the development of additional local partnerships as well as the 

autonomy and the increasing integration of French classes into the surrounding school system. The 

primary role of the FHLP is therefore to emulate and not to prescribe.  

 

The graph below shows the increasing diversification of funding sources for the FHLP and its 

regional partners between 2005 and 2015. The French governmentΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ has ensured the 

continued presence of a program coordinator in New York, while financing from fundraising and 

local sponsorships has kept increasing. For 2014-2015, the "French contributions to American 

contributions" ratio is 1:5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- $1.5 millions in 
revenue since 2005 
 
- рΥм ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
contributions to French 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎέ Ǌŀǘƛƻ 
 
- Constant 
diversification of 
funding 
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Funding for the FHLP and its partner programs (in US dollars) 

 

 
 

Similarly, the graph below shows how the French Heritage Language Program courses are 

progressively integrated into the ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ increased 

financial contribution to the program (New York figures). 
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2. THE FRENCH HERITAGE LANGUAGE PROGRAM IN 2014-2015  

 

The year 2014-2015 marks a pointed expansion and increased integration of the program into 

public high schools in New York, the appointment of a new coordinator in Florida, and the creation 

of new partnerships in Maine and Massachusetts. A table detailing all the current sites served by 

the program in New York and its regional partners is available in the Appendices. 

 

2.1. New York: serving 12 sites, 250 students from K-12 

 

As the birthplace of the FHLP, New York represents the energy, diversity, and the very philosophy 

of the program. The program works with 10 public high schools inside the Internationals Network 

for Public Schools (four in the Bronx, three in Brooklyn, two in Manhattan, one in Queens) and a 

Malian community center in Harlem, where free French lessons and Francophone cultural courses 

are offered 2 to 6 hours a week. About 250 students, almost all from Africa and Haiti, are enrolled 

in these classes. In addition to these sites, the GED Jamaica Learning Center benefits every year 

from the FHLP student summer camp opportunity. 

 

High school courses: 

 

After the opening of French Heritage classes in a new Internationals Network high school at Union 

Square in February 2012, Claremont High School and Crotona International High School in the 

Bronx followed suit; and in 2013 our classes were reopened at Manhattan International High 

School. A 10th partner high school joined the French Heritage family in 2014-2015: the 

International High School for Health Sciences, in Queens. Almost all students who participate in our 

high school courses come from Haiti and Africa: 
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In New York, students in the FHLP program 
have very different origins, as shown by the 
graph on the left. "Other nationalities" 
include the following countries at 1 or 2%: 
Mauritania, Benin, Gabon, Niger, Ghana, 
Tunisia, Morocco, France. This diversity 
enriches the FHLP program, but must also 
be considered in the context of its 
curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

Since the program began in 2005, Internationals high schools have doubled their efforts to facilitate 

the development of French language courses within their regular programming. The number of 

participants has increased from 40 in 2005 to nearly 250 in 2015, totaling 1,180 hours of annual 

courses. While some of these schools can only accommodate French Heritage classes for two hours 

a week in the afterschool format, they all now consider the program as being fully part of their 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǊ ƻŦ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ integrating them into their 

mandatory school curriculum. The issue of harmonizing schedules, as well as recruiting students, is 

tackled early in the school year. Furthermore, high schools consistently ensure that a liaison staff is 

available to FHLP teachers and that the appropriate material conditions are met (room selection, 

access to equipment and various classroom supplies, etc.). The ten partner schools also value 

student participation in the French classes with the granting of high school credits, which acts as an 

additional incentive for students, while officially promoting the academic recognition of their work. 
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Bringing high schools closer to college, thanks to French 

 

More than half of the high schools involved with the program have effectively doubled their French 

Heritage class hours and switched a proportion of courses over to their mandatory curriculum. In 

just three years, most of our courses went from only 2 to 6 hours per week, and are now partially 

financed by the schools themselves. This year Bronx International High School is financing 60% of 

the cost of its French Heritage classes. Five other schools support half of the courses for 2 to 4 

hours a week. International Community High School High School now also finances 100% of the 

French class teaching costs. 

 

 

 

The program has managed to convince high schools principals that further integrated French 

courses could significantly boost literacy among the weakest students (a skill essential to learning 

English) and prepare the most advanced students for exams like the SAT II or AP French (Advanced 
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Placement French). Passing test scores are highly valued in American higher education, and often 

grant college credits that can facilitate ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ access to universities. 

 

In 2013-2014, 19 students from three high schools (International Community High School, Lafayette 

International High School, and Bronx International High School) were able to take the AP French 

exam with a passing success rate exceeding 90%. Based on this achievement, the program 

expanded its efforts in 2015, preparing 65 students from seven high schools (International 

Community High School, Lafayette International High School, Bronx International High School, 

Crotona International High School, Claremont International High School, Manhattan International 

High School and international High School at Prospect Heights), and once again, students obtained 

a success rate higher than 90%. 

 

These scores are invaluable because they offer students a chance to receive official recognition of 

their work in enhancing their French, as well as an opportunity for schools to strengthen their 

ranking with educational authorities, potentially entitling them to new public financial support.3 

For these American public schools, French has become more than an asset, it now represents a 

real investment. 

 

  

Similarly, the FHLP partnered with LaGuardia 

Community College to offer a College Now course 

in French, which also awards college credits and is 

validated by the City University of New York. 

Brooklyn International High School had already 

benefited from this pilot program in Spring 2014, 

and the International High School at Union Square 

joined in the effort in Spring 2015. 

 

                                                 
3. Each year public high schools receive a rating from the citȅΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΤ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
ability to prepare students for college (College and Career Readiness Index).  
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This collaborative project presents only advantages for the parties involved. Some university 

departments of French occasionally have difficulty attracting enough students to fill their 

classrooms. They must fight to keep their course hours and budgets, sometimes just to avoid 

disappearing altogether. By implementing a common French course with LaGuardia Community 

College, the FHLP directly contributes to revitalizing the recruitment of new students for their 

French department, while making it available to its own students. 

 

The new course is created onsite at the high school (the guiding principle of College Now is to offer 

college level courses to high school students) and expands FHLP afterschool hours from 2 to 5 

hours every week. These extended hours are fully supported by the university. The FHLP 

afterschool classes, whose curricula has been recognized by LaGuardia, has become an integral 

component of the College Now course. Like with the AP French exam, the course rewards students 

with college creditsτwith the added advantage of being completely free for both the high school 

and the program. 

 

FHLP will attempt to apply this model to other university campuses to serve more students and 

public ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

inspire the development of similar models with other foreign languages departments like Spanish 

or Chinese. 

 

Interviews with Gilberto Garcia, Director of High School Programs for English Language Learners at 

the NY Department of Education on August 28th and September 3rd, 2015, should also allow the 

FHLP to implement more AP French preparatory courses or College Now programs throughout the 

City, thanks to the creation of a special grant from the NYC Department of Education that can be 

made available to all public schools planning to increase their College and Career Readiness 

through foreign language learning. 
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For the younger audience 

 

 

The French Heritage program at the Malian Cultural Center (UMACA) in Harlem hosted this year 

the same number of students as in 2013-2014, with a total of 18 young children from Africa, two 

hours every Saturday. The strong motivŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ is illustrated by the 

investment of its director, Madame Assetou Sy, who spends more than an hour and a half every 

Saturday to help transport half of the programΩǎ participants. This course is provided by a teacher 

from the neighboring NYFACS elementary school with the help of a teaching assistant, who is also a 

student in one of our French Heritage high school classes. Both instructors are fully compensated 

by the FHLP. 

 

These community-based programs act as an important relay of our action on the ground and 

among the communities we serve. They contribute to the popularity of the program and to its 

growing influence on the neighboring schools. Working closely with city officials in the Bronx and 

Harlem, the Malian Cultural Center has become an important advocate for the promotion of French 

and the creation of bilingual programs in these underserved districts. 
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Teaching team 

 

In New York, the FHLP courses are taught 10 teachers and 5 teaching assistants, who are all 

recruited and trained by the program coordinator. The FHLP teachers hail from a variety of cultural 

and educational backgrounds and have solid experience teaching French and working with youth. 

The teaching assistants are either young Americans with advanced French skills or alumni of the 

FHLP program now enrolled in college. Assistants have the opportunity to earn university credits 

for their work in high schools, and are given a unique and formative experience allowing them to 

understand the realities of teaching new immigrants in the NYC public school system. The support 

provided by these assistants is invaluable, not only for the teachers in charge of the classes, but 

also for our students, who often have different levels of proficiency and can greatly benefit from 

individualized support. All contribute to the creation of new projects and educational resources 

with the FHLP teaching team. They also play an important role in the management of classes and 

fostering of social ties among students. Much like our students, the French Heritage team 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ CǊŜƴŎƘ-speaking world. 

 

FHLP team in New York, 2014-2015: 

 

Teachers: Yacine Boulares, Nicole Ngokwey, Nassira Hamdi, Khalifa Elalouani, Benoît Le Dévédec, 

Jean-Baptiste Jocelyn, Pieyirigue Coulibaly, Curran Osenton, Awa Skaho, Kourtney Rutherford. 

 

Teaching assistants: Bassirou Kaba, Madeleine Shukurani, Sophie Thunberg, Anne-Marie Schneider, 

Hassanatou Samake. 
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Jules Verne Partnership 

 

In 2012-2013 and 2013-2014, the program was fortunate to benefit from the participation of Jules 

Verne teachers through established partnerships with the NYFACS bilingual school, the Lycée 

Français de New York and the Academie of Montpellier in France. This partnership was a real deal 

for the FHLP, which was able to accommodate highly motivated, qualified, and experienced 

educators from France to teach some of its classes and to actively assist in the creation of new 

educational resources for the program. The FHLP would like to thank again Laura Murruni and 

Eleonore Sylla for their remarkable work and the excellent memories they left to our students, 

schools, and staff. 

 

Unfortunately, this partnership could not be renewed for 2014-2015; despite its willingness to 

continue collaboration, the Académie of Montpellier was unable to offer any candidates, due to a 

shortage of teachers.  

 

The program continues to work with Montpellier and the LFNY to try and welcome new Jules Verne 

teachers in the future. Other Academies will also have to be approached. 

 

10th anniversary of the FHLP in New York 

 

On Friday, June 12th, 2015, more than 350 students, parents, teachers, principals, representatives 

of the Cultural Services of the French 

Embassy in the US, the Internationals 

Network for Public schools, and other 

FHLP partners, met for a large end-of-

year party at Manhattan International 

high School, where the very first French 

Heritage class was launched in 2005. All 

of the FHLP New York classes were 

present for the occasion. 
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Several personalities who played a key role in the creation of 

the program were honored through a French Heritage 

Awards Ceremony: Jane Ross, President and founder of 

FHLP; Claire Sylvan, Head of Internationals Network for 

Public Schools; Fabrice Jaumont, French Education Attaché 

in New York; and Catherine Dumait-Harper, fervent 

defender of our classes and άƳŀǊǊŀƛƴŜέ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ of the FHLP-Miami. 

 

Prizes were also awarded to the Principals of the ten 

FHLP Internationals partner schools, to the teaching 

staff of the program, and to several students who had 

represented the FHLP in competitions and other 

projects throughout the school year. 

 

This ceremony was also an opportunity for the FHLP coordinator, Benoît Le Dévédec, to say 

goodbye and to thank all the participants for their commitment, energy, and friendship. 

 

Each New York FHLP class presented original artistic productions, including a performance of the 

musical Amidou & Toya by the students of the International High School at Prospect Heights with 

the support of their instructors Yacine Boulares, Sophie Thundberg and Kourtney Rutherford. 

 

The event closed with a great African family meal, provided by the Malian Cultural Center in 

Harlem. 
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More photos of the event can be found on the FHLP Facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.733436166765697.1073741883.117834618325858&type=3
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Summer Camps in New York 

 

Every year, the FHLP offers summer camp opportunities 

to all of its NYC students. Summer 2014 saw the renewal 

of a camp in New York and Quebec City, with about 

twenty participants from the Internationals Network for 

Public Schools, from July 30th to August 12th, 2014. In 

partnership with the Lycée Français de New York (LFNY), 

which hosted the camp during the first week, the 

program introduced hip-hop and theater workshops, a project led by Eleonore Sylla (Jules Verne 

teacher at FHLP). Several sports and cultural outings also took place, including a basketball 

tournament at the Lycée Français, a visit to the Museum of the Moving Image in Queens, a guided 

tour of street art in Bushwick, and a theater performance conducted by all the summer campers at 

the end of the first week. 

 

Like in previous years, the second week of the camp 

took place in Québec. Many educational and 

recreational outings were planned in order to help 

students discover the richness and diversity of North 

American French: a visit to the National Assembly of 

Québec, Musée de la Civilisation, Centre de la 

Francophonie des Amériques, and a guided tour of 

historic Quebec City led by rap singer Webster (who 

had conducted writing workshops in our classes during the school year), among other cultural and 

recreational activities. This year, the program invited GED students from the Jamaica Learning 

Center in Queens to provide chaperone assistance alongside the FHLP coordinator and two 

teachers. 


